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The development of reversed-phase column 
packings has given a much-needed boost to the 
application of high performance liquid chromatog- 
raphy (HPLC) to the separation of mixtures of 
proteins and peptides, because these columns are 
so much more efficient and give excellent separa- 
tions in a matter of minutes: this minimizes de- 
naturation and results in improved recoveries. The 
Martinsried Symposium brought together workers, 
mainly from German-speaking countries, who pre- 
sented (in English) applications of HPLC to a wide 
variety of mixtures of peptides and amino acids. 
However, there is very little about the separation 
of mixtures of proteins or about the newer TSK- 
type of reversed-phase columns which have been 
so successful with proteins, and in that sense the 
title is misleading, as the emphasis is very much on 
peptides. 
Symposium proceedings are beset by the twin 
problems of delay and unevenness. The publishers 
have cut delay to a minimum by reproducing cam- 
era-ready typescript. Unevenness is, however, very 
evident, with contributions varying in approach, 
depth, degree of specialization and level of presen- 
tation. The book gives the overall impression of a 
rather fragmented cross-section of an evolving 
subject at one particular instant of time. 
The symposium was attented mostly by re- 
searchers into peptide chemistry, and separation of 
peptides is really the core of the book, so its great- 
est appeal is to those interested in that aspect of 
the subject. HPLC of amino acids is dealt with by 
some of the participants, but more in relation to 
sequence determination. In general the value of 
these proceedings is in presenting a range of dif- 
ferent approaches that have been used to separate 
various mixtures of peptides, and it illustrates how 
this problem may be solved, and how satisfactory 
the results have been, so that someone with a simi- 
lar problem is enabled to select a likely way of 
dealing with it from the variety of solutions pre- 
sented here. 
The book is well printed on good quality paper, 
although many of the typefaces have come out 
looking rather thin. The quality of the line dia- 
grams is variable, with many of the separations 
poorly reproduced. The index is almost useless. 
One is left with the feeling that with a little extra 
trouble and with some firm editing this might have 
been turned into a useful and widely read mono- 
graph on peptide HPLC. As it is, it will probably 
be restricted to a more specialized readership. 
K. Blau 
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